Trailer Brake Troubleshooting

NO BRAKES

+ Check for defective circuit breaker.

* Check for open or shorted circuit,

* Check for properly wired system, including a good
ground between towing vehicle and trailer, not through
trailer hitch.

+ Check for defective controller or loose wiring at con-
troller,

* Check brake adjustment.

= Check for defective resistor or loose wiring at resistor.

= Check for worn or defective magnet(s).

= Check for damaged or worn connector between towing
vehicle and trailer.

« Check for a burned out resistor.

* Ensure correct controller is installed,

INTERMITTENT OR SURGING BRAKES
* Check for out-of-round brake drums.
= Check for properly wired system, including a good
ground between towing vehicle and trailer, not through
trailer hitch.
* Check for defective magnet or magnet wiring,
= Check for loose or warn wheel bearings.

INEFFECTIVE OR WEAK BRAKES

* Insure trailer is not overioaded.

+ Check for loose or corroded connections.

= Check for properly wired system, including a good
ground between towing vehicle and trailer, not through
trailer hitch,

* Check for a shorted circuit.

« Check for proper variable resistor resistance (external
resistor or controller) to trailer.

+ Worn or defective magnet.

+ Check brake adjustment.

» Check for bent backing plate flange.

= Check for contaminated brake linings (grease
on linings).

* Check brake system wiring to ensure proper gauge
wiring is used. Ensure wiring is not connected through
the stoplight circuit.

* Gheck for worm, damaged or improper brake linings.

* Check for weak or broken brake shoe return spring.

+ Gheck for defective or worn brake drums.

= Check for loose axle,

= Check that correct controfler is installed.

+ Improper controller installed position,

GRABEING OR LOCKING BRAKES
» Check for improperly installed flanges.
» Check for contaminated brake linings.
= Check for weak or broken brake shoe return spring.
« Check for out-of-round brake drums.

GRABEING OR LOCKING BRAKES (continued)

» Check variable resistor for proper resistance

» Ensure a variable resistor is installed (if necessary).
» Check that correct controller is installed.

= Check for defective controller.

* Rust on armature plate or brake drum.

= Check for loose or worn wheel bearings.

= Improper controller installed position,

DRAGGING BRAKES

* Check brake adjustment.

+ Check for defective controller,

= Check for improperty installed flange.

+ Gheck for corroded brake assembly.

= Check for weak or broken brake shoe return spring.

= Check for worn or damaged lever arm between magnet
and brake shoe.

« Improper controller installed position.

MOISY BRAKES

* Check brake adjustmant.

» Check for worn brake shoes.

* Check for contaminated brake linings,

« Check for weak or broken brake shoe return springs.
» Check for bent backing plate

« Check for improperly installed flange.

+ Check wheel bearing adjustment.

= Check for worn or damaged whee| bearings.

= Check for worn or damaged magnets,

BRAKES LOCKED, BRAKE PEDAL NOT DEPRESSED

* Check stoplight switch adjustment.

= Check for short between stoplight switch circuit and
power supply circuit.

+ If brakes are locked when d-way flashers are operated,
check for pulse preventer instalied in circuit,

UMEVEN TIRE WEAR

On tandem axle trailers, check voltage at front axle and
rear axle with brakes applied. At times, the front axle will
“lift" allowing front wheel to lock and slide. Correction
can be made by installing a resistor in front brake

circuit or combination of axle resistor and an adjusted
controller.

INOPERATIVE BREAKAWAY SWITCH

* Gheck for dead or weak 12-volt battery, on traler.

* Check all wiring and connections.

* Check breakaway switch.

= |f only one brake is operating, check other magnets.

TRAILER BRAKE ADJUSTMENT**

Brakes should be adjusted after the first 200 miles of 2. Remove the adjusting hole cover from the sdjusting 5. Replace the adjusting bode cover amd lower the wheel
operation when the brake shoes and dnams have “seated” sbot on the bottom of the brake backing plate 10 the grownd.

and at 300 mile intervals, or as use and performance
requires, The brakes shoukd be adjusted in the following

3 With a screwdriver or standard adjusting ool, rotie 6. Repeat the above procedure on all brakes
the: starwheel of the adpuster assembly to expansd the Frve

Fiy NING Never crawl under your trailer unless

i birake shoes. Adjust the brake shoes ou until th i

1. Jack up traler and sccure on adequate capacity pack pressure of the linings against the drum makes the bl vasiing on b placad Jock )
stands, Follow trailer manufacturers recommenids- wheel very difficult 1o tum, Follow the traler manufacturers recommsendations for 1ifi-
tions for lifting and supporting the unit. Check tha Nore: With drop spindle acles, a modified adiusting tool ing ard supporting the wnit. Do not Lift or place supports
the wheel and drum rotate freely with about an 80 degree angle should be used, o any part of the suspension system,

ﬂ.m Do not lift or support trailer on any 4. Then rotase the siarwheel in the opposite dinection
part of the axle ar the suspension system. until the wheel tums frecly with a slight limng drag,

**Note: Traiker Brake Adgustment procedures counesy Dexter
Axle



